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When writing a research paper, you must document sources and avoid plagiarism.  That is, you will 

have to indicate, by means of a notation system, where you got your information.  Citations are 

required when direct quotes are used, when original ideas or research is summarized, and when facts, 

such as statistics, are noted.  The most commonly used citation style systems are MLA (from the 

Modern Language Association, used in humanities), APA (from the American Psychological 

Association, used in social sciences) and the Chicago manual (and the simplified version by Turabian, 

used primarily in history). Always check with your instructors to see which style they prefer.  This 

guide provides the most commonly used examples for the Chicago style. For atypical examples, 

consult the The Chicago Manual of Style (15th edition) or the website, The Chicago Manual of Style 

Online:  http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html . 

  

Examples of Bibliography Entries 
 

An alphabetized list of research sources, which appears at the end of your paper, gives full publication 

information.  Commonly used formats are below. 

 

Book with One Author 

 

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Location: Publisher, Year of Publication. 

 

Book with More than One Author 

 

Lastname, Firstname and Firstname Lastname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year 

of Publication. 

 

Chapter or Article of a Book 

 

Lastname, Firstname. “The Title of the Chapter or Article.” In Title of Book, edited by Firstname 

Lastname, page-page. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. 

 

An Article in a Newspaper or Magazine 

 

Lastname, Firstname. “Title of article.” Title of Newspaper or Magazine, Month Day, Year of 

Publication.  

 

An Article in a Journal 

 

Lastname, Firstname. “Title of article.” Title of Journal Issue (Year of Publication): page-page. 

 

A Webpage 

 

Lastname, Firstname. “Title of Webpage.” Website Organization, http://Web address (accessed Month 

Day, Year).  
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Preparing the Chicago Notes Page and Bibliography 
 

Most history instructors require you to document sources based on The Chicago Manual of Style.  This 

documentation style uses bibliographic notes rather than in-text citations.  It consists of two parts: a 

number in the text and a note usually at the end of the paper (endnote). Notes are numbered 

sequentially, beginning with one and continuing throughout the research paper.  The first time you cite 

a source, the note should include publishing information for that work as well as the page number on 

which the referenced material may be found.  For subsequent references to a source you have already 

cited, you may simply give the author’s last name, followed by a comma and the page or pages cited.  

Note the examples below. 

 

 

Text 
 

Reagan said that Soviet leaders “reserve unto themselves the right to commit any crime—to lie, to 

cheat” to achieve “world revolution and a one-world socialist or communist state.” 
1 

 

At the beginning of the Reagan presidency, the income tax rate was reduced by almost one quarter. 
2 

 

Reagan had no prospects for a job when he graduated from Eureka College during the 1930s. 
3 

 

 

Notes 
 

1.  Michael Beschloss, “The Thawing of the Cold War,” Newsweek, June 14, 2004, 41. 

 

2.  Gil Troy, “Ronald Reagan, 1981-1989,” in The Reader’s Companion to the American 

Presidency, ed. Alan Brinkley and Davis Dyer (Boston: Houghton-Mifflin, 2000), 494. 

 

  3.  Lou Cannon, President Reagan: The Role of a Lifetime (New York: Simon & Schuster, 

1991), 32. 
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